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Absorbent Article 

Claims 

1. An absorbent article comprising a water-permeable topsheet 1, a water- 
impermeable antileakage sheet 2, and an absorbent member 3 made of absorptive 
material, wherein at least the surface layer of the absorbent member 3 includes a 
plurality of narrow strip 3a, 3b, the strips 3a, 3b are aligned at a prescribed 
interval, a water-permeable sheet 14 is provided on the strips 3 a, 3b to cover the 
strips 3a, 3b and to fix the strips 3a, 3b in an isolated manner, and the body-fluid 
absorptive rate of the strip 3 a located in the center of the absorbent member 3 is 
relatively higher than the body-fluid absorptive rate of the strips 3b, 3b located in 
the lateral sides of the absorbent member 3. 

2. The absorbent article according to claim 1, wherein at least the strips 3a, 3b of the 
absorbent member 3 comprises a sheet material of compressive cellulosic sponge 
made by compressing cellulosic sponge. 

Excerpts from the detailed description of the invention 

Fig. 1 shows a sanitary napkin which is an embodiment of the present invention. 
As shown in Fig. 2, the napkin comprises a liquid-permeable topsheet 1, a liquid- 
impermeable backsheet 2 and an absorbent core 3. The liquid-permeable topsheet 1 
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comprises nonwoven fabric, paper made of rayon or perforated plastic film. The liquid- 
impermeable backsheet 2 comprises polyethylene film or water-proof paper. The 
absorbent core 3 comprises an absorptive material which can absorb body fluids such as 
blood. 

The absorbent core 3 includes a plurality of narrow strips 3a, 3b. The strips 3a, 
3b are arranged on the backsheet 2 in such a manner that the longitudinal direction of the 
strips 3a, 3b meets the longitudinal direction of the napkin and that the strips 3a, 3b are 
aligned at a prescribed interval. The surface of the strips 3a, 3b is covered by the 
topsheet 1. The topsheet 1 and the backsheet 2 are joined with each other between the 
adjacent strips so as to fix the strips 3a, 3b in an isolated manner. The strip 3a which is 
located in the center of the absorbent core 3 has a relatively high absorptive rate of body 
fluid than the strips 3b, 3b which are located in the lateral sides of the absorbent core 3. 

The absorbent core 3 of the above structure has an improved softness in the 
width- wise direction of the core 3. As a result, improved fitness of the core 3 to a 
wearer's body and comfortable feeling can be achieved. In particular, the surface of the 
napkin which faces a wearer's body has an appropriate unevenness due to projections and 
recessions since the topsheet 1 and the backsheet 2 are joined with each other between 
the adjacent strips. This unevenness further improves comfortable feeling of the napkin. 

Each of the strips 3a, 3b is prevented from being moved during wearing the 
napkin since the strips 3a, 3b are fixed to the topsheet 1 in an isolated manner 
Therefore, possible deformation of the strips 3 a, 3b due to the absorption of the body 
fluid and movement of a wearer can be advantageously prevented. Further, discharged 
body fluid quickly flows along the recessions which are formed between the adjacent 
strips. This prevents discharged body fluid from being leaked. Liquid leakage can be 
further improved by enhancing the absorptive rate of body fluid at the central strip 3 a. 
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